Karakalpak, Black Hat in Uzbekistan
Population in Uzbekistan –730,000
World Population – 796,600
Evangelical Christian - (0.00%)
Largest Religion – Islam (78.00%)
Main Language – Karakalpak
History: The Karakalpaks ("Kara" meaning black, and "Kalpak" meaning hat) live primarily in
northwestern Uzbekistan with smaller populations in Turkey, Iran and other central Asian countries. The
Karakalpaks emerged as a confederation of tribes at some time in the 15th or 16th centuries. They are
genetically highly heterogeneous. During the 1500s, they became virtually independent, although definitely
not united. Unfortunately, their independence was short lived. Over the next 200 years, they became
subjects of the Dzungarians, the Bukharans, and the Kazaks. The Dzungarians forced them to flee in two
directions. One group, the upper Karakalpaks, went up the Syr Darya River to the Ferghana Basin. The
second, the lower Karakalpaks, moved closer to the Aral Sea. Before the Russian Revolution of 1917, the Karakalpaks were a loose alliance of
semi-nomadic tribes. However, in the 1920s, the Karakalpak republic was established in Uzbekistan. The Karakalpak republic in Uzbekistan is a
combination of the old Khivan Khanate and the Khorezm People's Republic. This region is extremely dry and rarely receives more than 4.5
inches of rain a year. The Karakalpak tribes are divided into clans called uru. The uru are further sub-divided into family groups called koshes.
The members of a koshe are the descendants of a common male ancestor. They share land and are extremely loyal to each other. The Karakalpak
language is divided into two dialects: northeastern, which is very similar to Kazak, and southwestern, which is more similar to Uzbek. Their
language had no written script until 1930.

Beliefs: The Karakalpaks are Sunni Muslims of the Hanafite branch. "Sunni," is derived from the Islamic term, sunnah, which means "welltrodden path." It is believed that the correct path is that of the majority. Therefore, the tradition of the Sunni is political conformism. The
Karakalpak Republic is also one of the major centers for the Sufi sect of Islam. Some Sufi Muslims are known for practicing self-hypnosis which
is induced by frenzied dancing and chanting.

Needs: Health issues are a concern among the Karakalpak. The main causes of Karakalpak health problems are a combination of poverty and
poor diet, the collapse of the former Soviet health system and the pollution of water supplies by herbicides and defoliants formerly used on the
cotton crop. However there have been recent definite improvements in Karakalpak health care. Infant mortality, once a problem, has declined to
approximately 1.8% (2003) thanks to many projects and initiatives and the trend continues downward. The incidence of certain diseases like
tuberculosis, anaemia, thyroid ailments, and cancers is higher in the Aral delta than in other parts of Central Asia, but the trend is downward and
encouraging. Very few Karakalpaks have ever heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and among those who have heard, very few have responded.
There are only a few reported church members in the republic.

*All information taken from www.joshuaproject.net
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Pray that the
Lord will send
Christian
medical teams
to work among
the Karakalpaks.

Pray for a
clean water
source for the
Karakalpaks.

Ask the Lord
to call people
who are
willing to go
to Uzbekistan
and share
Christ with the
Karakalpaks.

Pray that the nonreligious
Karakalpaks will
begin searching
for the Truth.

Ask God to
strengthen,
encourage, and
protect the few
known Christians and
for the Lord to raise
up strong local
churches among the
Karakalpak.

Ask the Holy Spirit to
soften the hearts of
the Karakalpaks
towards Christians so
that they will be
receptive to the
Gospel.

Pray that
these
believers will
have
opportunities
to share the
Gospel with
their own
people.

